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I reckon the next issue of. 'All ay Heroes are Virgins' i s L 
gonna be the "nature" issue. I sayvl reckon, because ^ a n <£ 
sure that I can fill a 40 page zin* with stories about w«U V 
in t*s woods, still, I'll giT* it my v.ry best shot. if v ou . 
re got any stories or suggestions then you know wher« to 8#a 
then. Could be any kiafi of nature. Naturisa perhaps? 

This is just a plug for ray fri.nrls ,An*. It's c^llei'tVarla* a 
Passed out Again' and it's a riot of riotgrrl Badaess. If V o 
ar« interested, then g*t in touch *ith at. and U t»11 r<^« 

your message on. FYI. » V-rl*i *xt ■*•-.«+„ . 1 8 

__, Q flJ -» K - rj - d i*A leatur«s a comic --t-r-f-n 

"S coo* °« iT d " (Rip -° ff tltt ' J *"">—• "-I. 
very goof, if I to say so myself. 



uiiiiiiriiiiiiiiixiHjx^ 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

r I wanna write a story about defunct tab, »+ +• 
and Sew York, if anron« Ine^w- ,f" ubo statioas in Londo 
xx akjojip Knows anTthiak 1W+ + ,. 

eet in touch with at, Appareatlr if 1 + , * 1S ' °° uld th * 
authorities i ffi NYC, thevM 1 tV ' ^ &lk to th * Sut *'^ 
- that *X*X tkey ha re cloLf T" *° ° r t0Ur ° f a11 th * ■*•*!« 
reckon J ~° Cl0Bftd « l0T ' n - Is *kl« a fallacy, d'ya 
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THE PERPETUAL NOVELTY BRAIN JACK 
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aoiz ang Slurry edged, "but big and flat, like lifting up / ( 
ou r skirt and lying oh -warm, rough concrete in suwaier, let—' 
lag- your belly heat up and daring yourself to stay there 
anger." 



Introduction to Issue #1 



z 



I ended up writing about a boy wliose life is saved by a kit 
man, tke rub being that tke boy is an aniaal rights actirist, 
»d tke hitman specialises in 'cleaning' pets." 

When &o we start doing all the cool stuff I hear* about when 
was a kid? Who keeps a check on our lives v hen ws are asl— 
ep? I want to be a writer living in a warm roomy shed 
ith a glass roof in Canada, but wko can I -tell tkis to?" 

H ava you ever net anyone in a club/ pub wa$be, & in only 30 
inutes you know for sure that you'll never find someone like 
kat again? You'll never see a jawline like that, never anot- 
er parson r, ko wears their glasses in tke same way, and you'll 
certainly never see »i»t fl&voure ! lip gloss in the s&**ti, 
igat" 

Last night * as the first ti. • »yoia< has ever salt? 'call u.e'" 

Jot kins: aappeas for nbout 6 liontks and then, as if in a gorge 
'jus 1930' e film, s-ke appears , stunning" 

Jke thought I * as dishing out tke silent treatment. I knew 
was just giving ay face a rest" 

rkare are young people right now nursing broken hearts and 
L&flses of whiskey, both filled with ice I Might add, looking 
rer sprawling city s capos ataX risking beyond wish that tfctfre 
ls n single fi»ld to see. And equally : r oung and enot ion ally 
linage i hunans sitting ±xx listlessly in countryside bus-stops 
hoping that tkis will be the early morning trip to school 
lat stands out only because of the lack of bullying, that 
lis will bet the el ay that sees sunshine" 

?hey had woken to find themselves attached, like a twist on 
I urban fityth Then sosteoft* wakes in a posit— gin haze to find -a 

.diifcy missing" 



Exerpts from the snails of an urban poet that I have n 
■t . 
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It was Andy Warhol who first gave me the idea 

to make a zine. Standing in the Factory one 

day, while some of his lackies covered the 

walls with tin foil , he turned and stared at me 

with his watery blue eyes and said, 

"I've found the next new thing that I'm gonna 

do" 

"What's that" I asked while simultaneuously 

eyebrow flirting with a tall skinny boy of 

dubious orientation who was eight foot up a 

rickety wooden ladder. 

"I'm gonna make a little book, and write down 

all of my opinions and stuff in it, and write 

stories, and a bunch of people will read it and 

tell me what they think" 

"But Andy", I replied "You don't have any 

opinions, you pinched them off other people.'" 

"Then I'll get someone else to make it for me" 

"What's it gonna be called, this little book?" 

"I wanna name it after a hero, a real strong 

man, a real cowboy man, but all my heroes are 

virgins" 

"Maybe you should just drop the idea" 

"Yeah, I'm famous now, I don't need to do 

anything else. Hey someone even tried to kill 

me" 

The next day, I pawned my record player to buy 

myself a typewriter. The P and the F didn't 

work, and t couldn't play Hendrix any more, but 

hey, I got this to you. I feel bad about what 

I did to Andy, but he did enough stuff in his 

life time . I reckon it's about time I got me 

some. 
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Colouring Competition 




Super Prizes 
picture the 
include: A 



to the person who colours this 
most creatively. Prizes could 
Murder Mystery Whodunit Book, 
Smarties and a sloppy kiss from me. 



Erotic Story Competition : i want an 

erotic story in 500-1000 words. Nothing 
illegal or just generally sick, but ya can be 
as risque as you want. Six foot drag queens 
invade a nunnery. Scientists get randy in a 
time machine. Get your smutty hats on. i»n 
print as many as I can in #2. No prizes for 
this one. I imagine you'll get your kicks just 
' fulfilling the brief! 

************************************* 

Quote Competition: An easy one to ease you 

in. _.. 

"I fuck arses? Who fucks arses? Maybe he fucks 
arses. Maybe he's written this in some moment 
of drunken sincerity? I'm in considerable 
danger here. I must get out of here at 
once. . . " 

Answers to address on the back cover... 
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A lowelr gulp of cola# 

Strange how wkea ■"■ou'r-ft » rt ii«. ,^„ u 
o»e i3ay 70 u rak. u« .J I * & J kaTC *° «»°ries. The 

your if-r- V P ^^ W ° M ' » e »orioa OT«rpema P all 9ls9 iM 

your Ilia. foreTeT H vin*» T +i. „ * ±± ,iS9 ia 

u «U, to colpl'te wit? ? Pr 3<!at "°" ,r,t 5B,a sa * »»« 

of it. ow,. " * *' lorloU3 P-»* tk.t *o« has* a lif 

Skys says, " Dai J0U alwa ooaplaia neonl . -„r .. 
protest about aafthlMff but +k. #4 I P 80 ? 1 * a T *«• hotoi 

-*• a peep, W^&pSa r £?«!£*£ '! *"* ** «* 
«.'r. lomi. near a. assio, « •mctir. "aT £' ^ 

tki fucking sixties. Liake up your allll 11 *£ **" im 

haT* t subsidize rou r *i.ii?„.4^ + .",. oto P asking ub 
c* out." 7 «««lu«io«iiMlt vith the way you turn 

Ouch, 

B-.n reclines .■m,, 1 vatohofl *a1i-r4«i ,.- i ij 
=rs spa* t* «arkonod Colli u^r a '. t;'" a "f ^ f ° " ff " 
«U1 be .»«» e sooa. M h. woaa.re'- ^Itf. ^ "" !*' * USl ° 
lo» aa« a aaas. of loss - .bont tw r/' 1 **-* 8 " "* coafus- 
to»i..t.. B spao^sblp ^ 3 !! ^aaaia.:"'" ^^ °" ^ 
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*>e» scans the freaks. Koo-koo surTlrors. Casualties. Bex 
doesn't consider himself a casualty, but he Jcwofs a fraction 
of his linear thinking capacity has been lost because of his 
tripping. Hut aayoe non-linnarity has helped kin v ith his 

;(»«-relatcd co,.put t ? ork. Bern's daughterj Skye, sajs he's 
a spaz. "You can't be your &£«, go to Daad shows and not be a 
broken person," she niiyo. nineties children ars so hard. 

Ben, like aost of the older Deadheads at tonights concert, 
is rearing a tenuine artical of 1960* s culture, a T-shirt 
saying H ELLO SAE FHAHCISCO - PLEASE WffiflWI TOURSBLF. Ko 
Ksd H6«^ for anyone here to knot; he has bank accounts in 
luxestbourg. 

Skyc s?;ys hippies dress randomly, like drifters or ba£ 
people. "Scary. If you karo to wear that 3 in- tics hippy shi| 
coor2inat« it please." Skycg 0- ;: nec-sixtics f^eliior. thcorlaa 
of cnloul t — r r : o, : .. :ss purchaser] fro.a tha local aall seera to 
have streyed frora the true ess ©ace of hippy . couture. 
"The sixties vere about who you were" , Bnia told 3ky<-j, "not 
ibout rkat you looked like." 
•Take a bath, Dad." 

It the BUff£»stion tkat she at tent tonight's shotr, Skye rolled 
ler eyes and plunked a new F< t Shop Boys CD into ker CD-Man, 
bheM eleTatorod both to the Kark Hopkins lobby in search of 
celebrities. So instead, Ben attended the concert rith Allan, 
lx old pal frors the Fillnore West era nor ?/orki»£ as a. Tascular 
mrfeOH in i'.illbrae. Allan left at half tine: "Great show Ben, 
iscre to split though - replacing an alcoholics re lag in the 
iorniri£. Call you soon." 

3i£h. Errn the bikers are ^ove these £ays, an3 Skya 1 as 



... 1.. J O , 

*irht - the aging holdouts re, ,,t-rtin- to look like cartoon 
"ersions of tao .:.. 17 os - Preal: BroV r-fcs^u; boards n-1 d%a:i;BS) 
[ansfcniaA, love-£Oa pantaloons T-ith tattoos and, rainbow rear. 
»e<*id shows are like a thene parks, Dad" Skye says. "GrooYy- 
orld." 

And everybody's 30 poor these days, too. It was so popular 
or iccpies to bash the middle class a®£ then suddenly, pffft, 
he middle class erapourated, and nor Ben misses it dreadfully, 
oaetheless , just because other people are poor $o<asa't aeua 
ne shouldn't try to kang on to ones own wealth. Let's be 
ensible* Ben ^ires to panhandlers, ereu though they seera aore 
ike Moochers these days. Just when and how did the world be- 
otte so polarized? 

Another sigh. Dope, not acid for Ben this eTening, and not 
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VOUR 

COPTRIBUTIOnS 

UiAflTeD 



fJk AS /A s.\ <ft fjk o 
\V V/ \V \V <V VV \V 



if i/ou haue ani| stories, poems, 

recipes, plays, plx or anything else, 

please send them to the address 

Inside the front couer [also on Dack 

of zlne) 



YOU CAN'T REMEMBER WHAT YOU CHOSE TO FORGET 



This is a short story by Douglas Coupland, my absolute 
faxourite writer. No on© tell liiu that this story's here < 
else I«n in big trouble. It oaa be fousjd in* Polaroids Fro- 
The Dead'. ISB8 D-OO-65486O-I 



Software has rat- • d money on Ban. He has aiaassed a Cali- 
fornia fortune that hums like crickfts 01a Ronald Reagan's xj 
ranch o» a suaaers day. Ttu.nkyou Bendix. Thankyou Morton 
Thiokol. Thank;/ou, GE, Bachtel, Haythtom, Aiaana, HoMeywall 
Alii Motorola. 

Ben oan exen format about btae pair of $650 Bally Suisse 
Brogues ruined fait lag in H*« f or toaigat'a concert, shoes fa 
purchased just this afternoon in San Francisco after siftia* 
through his T-bills in the Bank of America VIP xault. He si 
should ha T e known better. Last night, flying in f ro « Boston 
the pilot as&ed the passengers to pray for rain - an odd 
intrusion - • f the mystical world into the secular. 
The pilot said that a storn dallying- off the coast was tryia 
to Make up its mind whether to swing around inland. 

Because of the rain and his wtt shoes, Ben ca*> nor; <; e _ 
sock with the rest of the Deadheads without feeling guilty 
- guilty that his wealth precludes his continued Membership 
in the sixties culture of his youth, an era he now Tiers 
through the AT&T commercial soft-focas lenst x* a autt puppj 
chewing Crazy Susan's shawl outside the Axalon Ballroom; sun 
sets oxer Daly City xiewed froa San Bruno, vita aiorodot- 
freak chatter inside the bus sounding like Charlie Brown's 
teach*rs; nibbling daisy petals in mellow Leandra's polishes 
redwood Edwardian Kleenex box of a house in Menlo Park? get- 
ting naked on Muir Beach. 

Dead concerts. Without thea, the sixties would be extimc 
Ben has used his money to follow the Dead around the world 
oxer the past yearsi Cairo, Dijon, Lille, Boulder, Rotter** 
. •« pursuing that era, refusing to lot it die. 

Ben romeabers an old science fiction sioxie he once saw, 
silent run HiB g, ia vhich „ apth hai b<>M HukaA ^ a spa0-sW 

-an ark- loaded * it* seeds aaa trees, traxelled the unixers 
in sercg of a new plnaet to call home. Oakland-Alameda Couk 
ty Coliseum tonight feels like that spacecraft - the '60*8 
being the dead planet and the young Deads - the se,,-. 
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This is a transcript of aa fcotual e-chat that I had with John 
Peel* Actually; I bsm regretting; asking such, an inane quest- 
ion. Ho I*a not. Anyway, hare you are, 

( Quo B t i on f ro») ( B * t h Ti 1 a t on ) t Bo you hare a "big female f a»- 

base, 'cos I think you ar« a total fox... 

• • • • ■ 

(John Peel)t They must hare confused me with someone else. 
H or 4o you answer that? I'm just a fat old, 62 year old 
bloke. 

(John Peel)i So the answer is no 

(loh» Peal) j I hare a photograph of myself with the DJ Jeff 
Mills. 

(John Peel)* I look like som* dodgy European businessman, 
r/ho's found himself a cute malaysian boy for the night, 

(Jibhn Peel) j I keep it "by my side as a reminder of v. hat I 
really look like. 



A vise man indeed. •• 
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"You start then" 

"Do I have to?" 

"Yeah" 

"Ok" 

"Go on" 

"I'm thinking,... Brian Blessed" 

"Good;, but you know, you really shouldn't hare gone for a 

double letter name on your first go" 

"Just elre an answer, or drink your bloody drink" 

"Ok, FINE... Bob Harley" 

"What's that, M, Mel Smith." 

"Who?, your mate from down the raod" 

"No the fucking comedian you fucking retard, as in Smith 
j one s . 

"Sly Stallone, ah ha, right back atcha" 
"Sharon Stone" 
"Susan Son&ag" 

"What, you o&n ' t hare fucking Susan Sontag" 
K" Why not?, more than two people have heard of h«,r and 
narao begins vith an* S" * 

"This game's supposed to be about fucking pop culture no- 
Susan fucking Sim tag" ' ° 
"Fine then, wa'll stop playing" 
Silence. 

"So this is what you w a *t to do is it? just sit around bi 

and not say anything?" 

X "Suits me" 

"Fine" 

"Fine" 

"Oh do FUCK off P1EA3E" 

"Sterna Spielburg" 




% 





COHTIMJED... 
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Rio De Janero. Brazil 

I am going to catch total shit when I come down. I'm that bratty little sister 
of mine will have ratted on me by now. You see, I met this guy on the 
beach. I thought he was a bit of a sleaze really. He was one of those old 
time Brazilians, with greased hair and sharp suits and a dangerous look 
about them. Ail the guys nowadays wear Tommy Hilfiger. He said that he 
owned a plane, and would I like to fly in it with him? I replied 'You want 
me to come and see your cockpit?" and he smiled, so I went with him. 
It turned out that he actually did own a plane, so that's where we are now. 
He let take the controls, but then it all went a bit crazy so he took them 
back again. He asked me how old I was and I said "21" and hoped that 
he couldnt see that I was lying. My Mamma wouldn't understand why I 
wanted to fly in the plane. She would think it was 'cos the sleaze was 
paying me, but it wasnt. I just wanted to be able to look down on my city. 
Not many people "get the chance to see everything clearly. I am glad that 
I took it. 

Los Angeles, USA 

I became famous so that I could get to know Morrissey. There are no two 
ways about it. That is that harsh reality. He got under my skin one day 
when I was about 16 and he never really left. I suppose everything I did 
was geared towards that day that I would meet him, and he would be my 
friend. I tried a few careers, but finally decided that photography was the 
one for me. And that is what I am doing in this LA street today. Waiting to 
take pictures of Steven Morrissey. I should say though, I'm pretty 
respected. People, famous people ask for me to take their pictures. 
You probably know some of the pictures that I have taken. 
And how am I feeling you may ask? Well, strange. For one, I cant 
actually believe that he exists and that he walks in the street. Maybe he'll 
send his alien brother or something. Shit, here he comes. 
"Hi. I'm Morrissey" 
"I'm Jack" 



My friend and I are going to the lake-district for the week- 
end. We ar* gon*a walk OT«r soa« frills, despite the fact 
that neither of us hare a clue ho* to reai a map, I expect 
we 1 11 aak© it by usin£ the old, "I'm a girl and I'ra los 
tpchniquo, It's hardly full-on feminisa, but you know, it 
works, and rt sight ertn get a pint of hitter out of it. t 
su ffgeeted that we walk frora Ambleside to Keswick, hut then 
noticed that that was about 40 miles, and encompassed serer 
large and difficult fells. Wjr bt*6*f to the wandering loml 



as a cloud sohool 
for three or four miles, 
and a look at the chu- 
few morn uiles. Get 
quality knitwear; 
laid die agefi 
i : e ar 



of walking. Amble al 

stop for a pint of mi; 

rch. Arable along for i 

lost, thank i: ;od. for ou: 

/fritJiti 

where 

folio?. 




niijcimniT 



I«T« just started gjoing to weight-*,' a tellers. God, it 

asking ne really hungry. I newer used, to really take amy n 
ice of what I ate. Now that I harts to think about calorics 
and, points all the tiae, it's mating it worse If you 

always thinking- about food, youfirn gonna wanna sat it, are« 
you? I'm trying- to convince uyself thgj* boiled cauliflower 
as tasty ass a brie baguette, but it just isn't is it? St 
I "il3-_ b« sylph-like. I'tc been a bloater for too li 



o»4% 
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I an no* gainfully employed, jphe humourless ginger nan who 
shouted at ne in the manner of an irate farmsr has just rung' 
u p. Apparently, they ware 'pleased v ith my performance in 
the interview yesterday', and would like ±m me to complement 
their work-force. What this actually means is that they art 
fucking; desparate. They an a company that deals with comp- 
ensation claims from Cumbrian farmers who have had their ani- 
mals destroyed because of all this foot and aouth shit. If 
you could imagine a more sa&noyed clientele, you'd be well pr- 
•tty imaginative. Th- claitls , rs about ' to 

start pouring in ^ attd thesfl ha ^ 

realised that MM A tv,*,r .^-1+ • 

t , M M 1 they don't hare any 

plebs to ifl ; IMk.^** ^ n xxn A 

deal with the shit, 

really want to do it 

I don't relly want to 
kind of job, 
consumer dura- 
t buy thea- 
they? It8s 
for three mo- 
after which, I 
n -a number of pie 
the-eky plans 
I intend to put into 
on. Most of which inv- 
breezy apartments in Home. 




IIXII 

There 

garden at the moment. 

cat that big or mea» looking. It 



xxxxmcxxxxixxxxxxxxxxixzxxxxxi ' 

fucking great paia ther in our 
I really don't think I hava *7*r seen a 
s new, I doi*t know where it 



cones from. Usually, the only feline visitor to s*ut* grace 
our lawn is lucy, rho was run oyer when she T ;as a w*e kitten m. 
and now Bpor t a only three legs. She stayed for days underneath 
our ffaa tank, until her owners came around and reclaimed h* r 
She s lovely, really pretty and a little bit scared. You feel 
kind of lucky if sh* lets you stroke her. I think cats get a 

act/^ t "' 1 ?: B : V* C0 * ducti *£ th ^ »urr.y into the char- 
acter of cats so that I know what I rant when I finally becoae 
.0 year old spinst, r eat woman. Still, ai * e years to C0| cats 
.-ifiht h&Tfl eyolT»d into something sis* by then. Felinus Hotus. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxzxxxxxxxx^xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CONTINUED. . . . 



"So, where do you wanna do this then?" 

"Uh, there are some pretty cool abandoned warehouses about 10 

minutes west of here" 

We zoom off towards the warehouses together. Me and Morrissey. 

He's looking moody in the bland sunlight l venture a question. 

"So, why was it that you moved to LA?" 

'"Cos people in Manchester kept looking at me when I laughed. There's 

only so long you can be northern and depressed. " 

"Uh huh". Snap. Snap. 

"I became this kind of totem for people in England. Everythings OK, if 

Morrisseys still depressed. You get sick of that. I wanted to come out 

here where being depressed is wierd and you can fix it with a little pill" 

"Ok" 

"I drive him back to his offices and watch him go through the door. 

ENGLAND 



I havo a friend called James. Not that I have tvor net he 
I mean sh* is a friewsi that I wet over the int&rnet. She 
one of those* new American girls that favour thick, 50' s st 
glasses ani wears her hair in a loii£ bob that txposes h« r 
whitely freckled forehead. She pimaaaately looks as if s 



has just f ijiiehis '. making int< 11- otu .li 
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It r^ativ 



t ,yae t to st . y i*i 
r s.ot th« onlv 



•■ ith Rilkt « 
fruit by J ; .. t 



She has a webcam, that's what. 



I'm looking at now. 



She broadcasts herself 34 hours a day. She tells me that 
likes to bo looked at because then she feels less alone, a 
that UYC is the lonliest place in the vorld. She spies on 
people in her apartment block, and makes up little stories 
about her lives anc loves. 



■t*pt f<r o*e 5^"3H aspect j^Jt Qn e 




I nostly lik* to vatoh her sl««p. Hep f a o« reiaim^s tae 
"Of ray iv. - . It's like pocidUo through the± !oor of ,- ck 
chiles b . rooM ■ sowing th«a alstpiag sou^a^y £xaL 

fre« of might car 1 thoughts. It is lik« *atchi* fe a<* alt- 

■* wsior. oj :■ if, sic P i^ ;: .. luiaintBoi« e oa th 
oth r etZt of th* [.lob. . 



^ 





l£r, thanks for all the memories — 
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This is a picture of ix«. Juut so th&t you li*o-* ?ho to direct 
your vitriol towards* My favourite things are 1) Douglas 
C ou pi and ( t h*> s « ar ft in a o part i cu 1 &r order), 2 ) My mm 's c 1 ogs , 
, 3) Archaologky programmes on TV, 4) Inspiration* frow 
others or from myself, 4) Rising in the cart that gets pulled 
hy the pomy that looks like ne , 5)Bruised skies. •• 6)Radio 4 

T hiags I don't like are I) tedium, 2) Jim Davidson, 3) People 
saying "try aad get some slo*p, like they do whea som« major 
eveat has happened in a soap. Like ir/hea Karl Kennedy 
got lost ia t he hush, and every one was encouraging Susan to 
"get some sleep 1 * hut she couldn't "because her kusbami was lost 
i* the husk 
iiJCiiuixiiixtixiiiixiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiixixiiiiiiixiiiiKxixri 

Thought I'd enligkten you as to why -Sri Lanka's lights £0 out 
for an hour and a half every day. Regard the diagram "below. 



Sri Lanka is 
powered "by 
Hydro-El eo trie 

dams 




No rain has 
fallen, tfcu s 
the dams do not 
generate electr- 
iclty ^ 







I rain - Wo 
leccy - Ho lites 



in 



so 




Portsmouth , England 

An officious, military looking man in the town 
square saw that we had briefly stopped and began a 
sort of stilted one-way conversation with us. He 
seemed very anxious to tell us about the great 
pointless wonders of our city. Jamie patiently held 
my hand while this guy fidgeted and joked, but then 
even Jamie got bored. 

"Look Carol, we have to get to Tesco's before it 
shuts, lets go". 

Just then this guy points to this grey cement 
modernist style building with skinny little windows. 
To be honest with you, it's a building that I have 
always found ugly. Too much concrete. 
"Not many people know" he said "that the windows of 
this building spell out 'Welcome to Portsmouth' 
binary code. Do you know what binary code is?" 
I told him that Jamie was a software engineer, 
code was a main topic of conversation in our house. 
" Two windows together are a nought and a window on 
it's own is a one" 

We stared at this secretive building together. Ttver\ 
Jamie tugged on my sleeve. 
"Come on Carol, I'm meeting Jack tonight 

*"* * * 4 * * * * * ** ** 

Vancouver, Canada 

I wake up after a night spent struggling with the effects of jet-lag. The sun is 
streaming through the window. My head feels like shit. I shiver as I pull back 
the covers and blindly stumble into the kitchen to make some coffee, I listen to 
the ansa-machine as I stir in the milk. 
"You have 8 new messages" it informs me 

I listen to them. My mother wants me to go and see her when I have the time. 
She says she misses me and thanks me for the presents that I fed-exed her from 
Britain. 

There is one message that makes me laugh. Some one obviously getting the 
wrong number, apologising and then laughing loudly with their friend on the 
other end of the line. 

I finish making the coffee and go and sit in my living room. Everything is the 
same way I left it three weeks ago, except fresher seeming for not having seen it 

all for a while, I can smell the way that my house smells to other people as well. 
It smells kind of cold and fresh. Like perfume that has been deep-frozen. 1 look 
out at the yard and my car. It feels good to be back in the new world. 
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Southport, England 

My mum holds my hand as I cry info my pillow. But that doesnt matter 

because one day she won't be here any more. One day I wont be here 

any more. Yesterday was safe but today the world turned bad Yesterday 

was playmg w,th Jemma by the pond in the back garden, but today 

************ 

Washington State, USA 

A sleek blue car pulled up at the lights. I shifted my stance slightly so that I 
could see my reflection In Its windows. I looked haggard. The buZ drawls 
that I was taking to show my lecturer were snug under my arm d ™*»no» 



4r*--V-^K-^^#^*- 



4 * 



Manchester, England 

I walked past this drunk nan, a tramp with fresh cuts on his 
face I «as carrying this polystyrene cup of coffee which I 
spilt all oyer my hand, causing me to wince momentarily in pain 
and swear loudly I transferred the cup to my other hand so a™ 
not to get the coffee on my shirt. I looked at this guy again 
He was crouching on the floor, leaning against the wall He was 
looking at this brand new book that he had bought from the cu?> 

P H. L« S Jr°' P ai T n ? fc fe COrner ' lt hadn,t ewcn b "" opened. 
«! J^fiS?- 11 " 9 '* 1 * -ft MS 1 "* ,turned P al ™> J«t looking at it. 
huL ?» atl 1l lt «. th SUch » w »™ n «' "to * newborn baby. 

iSJw»!T,,i i/^ 1 ! 8 1 ' Unnln ? up t0 ne ' deathless. Her 
long 78' s style skirt whipping around her slim ankles . 

Htternoon rtr Johnson, how are you today" 
"Fine Eileen, fine" I said, disturbing my reuerie. 
5JS il ;. ed ft"** ow little concrete building together talking 
about the loye lives of our friends and colleagues 
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a own on the blua ripe-cleaa floor of the hold* She closed 

eye a aad tested each limb in turn. 2 * ■ Uervously 

she tried dipping her shoulder to the right, hoping that the 

rest of her body would follow. It did. As the plane leveled 

out, Susan felt har etoiimch turn ov-.r, all* ru ached out to 

grab a sick bag, but I vara was to quick for her. He turned his 

head politely as she retched. WhftX she had finished, 

he folded the bag and put it in a little boz that was attached 

to the floor. 

"H ow cone you don't puke?" she asked. 

"Puke?" 

She mimed being sick* 

"Ah" he said- wisely 

"I hare bee*i in the airforce for tea years, ever since I was 

16" 

"Y ou *re 26?" 

"Y es, I look young ao?" 

"Yes" she sailed 

If When I first started I was... puke all the time, but then 

I think my stomach gets used to ao grarity, I am sick nov. 

more oa the ground than ia the air" 

"How come you are aot ia the airforce aow, how come you work 

here?" 

"I was hurt ia an accideat, it meaat that I coulda* t be ia the 

service anymore. I am sad, but this too is good. I get to 

talk to people, I never got to do that as an airman, still I 

miss representing my country." 

used Yo f\o srav i+y .r. 

A^A^m.i, +Vi* iv-rouD to discuss their 
Back oa terrafirma, Susan joins^ the b roup o 
B . e u, th.^w. 1 Ivan who disappeared quickly into x 

^orut- out buildings. ^- iJCiJ: ^ uu 

12 ,a., Susan tried to express how it had felt to her. y , 

"I thought that it felt like a feeling that I felt 

before" the swedish man said from behind his square glasses. 

«Y eah, I know what you mean" agreed Susan. 

"I don't know when I an. feeling this though, seeing as I hav. 

e never before flown." 

'♦Ho" 




Los Angeles, USA 

I brush the crumbs fiom the Brie and Tomato sandwich I have just 
eaten onto the grey plasticized gallery floor. It is a strange time of 
the day, just after lunch when no-one seems to visit and I am alone 
with gallons of roaring silence and the dust motes that swirl in the 
sunlight. I think about the artist that I am to meet this afternoon, 
and the fiery paintings that he wants me to hang on these walls. I 
remember the dream that I had last night about a tiger which poured 
itself with liquid eese through an open window of my bedroom. It 
paced around with terrifying presence while 1 did my best to pretend 
that 1 didn't exist The dimmed orange light on the bedside table 
glinted in its eyes and made me think of mysterious secrets and 
dark, decadent worlds. Worlds like paris in the 20's; fireworks 
against a black velvet sky, a sky always threatening to go dark. 
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I f ve just remembered! 
what he reminded me 
of . . . Malted Milk 

biscuits . Of course . 
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